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WELCOME

The University of Cambridge has a long history of generating ideas

that have transformed industries, advanced healthcare and shaped the
modern world. Today, it continues to produce world-leading research and
exceptional talent with the potential to create global impact.

The challenge is not a shortage of ideas. It is creating the conditions that
enable those ideas to become successful ventures.

Founders at the University of Cambridge was established to strengthen that
pathway. By bringing together entrepreneurial education, venture support,
capital, expertise and community, we help founders accelerate between
discovery and company creation. Our goal is to increase both the number
and quality of ventures emerging from the University while contributing to
the future strength of the UK's innovation economy.

Over the past three years, we have built a platform that supports founders
at key stages of their journey and connects them with experienced
entrepreneurs, investors and industry experts.

This community is central to our success. With the support of Cambridge
Enterprise Ventures, AstraZeneca, HSBC Innovation Banking, KPMG and

our wider network of partners, founders gain access to the expertise,
connections and opportunities they need to grow. Thank you for making this
possible.

We are now ready to build on this momentum. With more partners, more
experts and more investors, we can support more founders and accelerate
more ventures.

The future is being built here. We invite you to help shape what comes next.

CAROLINE HYDE

| Head of Entrepreneurship and Ecosystems,
\ Cambridge Enterprise

JIM GLASHEEN
Chief Executive,
@\= { Cambridge Enterprise
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I continue to be struck by the calibre and
diversity of innovation emerging from
Cambridge. The START 3.0 cohort
demonstrates how world-leading research

can be transformed into ventures with the
potential to tackle global challenges and create
lasting impact for people around the world.

(L]

The Founders programme enables
entrepreneurs to build their network, find
investment and develop the skills needed
to build a globally leading company. We are
proud to partner with Founders. gﬂ

KATHRYN CHAPMAN

CEO,
Innovate Cambridge
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‘ A M B R I D G E “What I really like about the Founders at
the I.vagrsuy of Cambridge programme 1S in global rankings of no. of
that it brings together top quality innovative university alum founders who raised
companies with others in the ecosystem >£10M per inhabitant*
including successful existing and former

entrepreneurs, experienced investors

and advisers and talented executives and
Cambridge is the most intensive science and technological cluster in mentors in a really supportive environment, in global science cluster
the world. providing tangible, practical advice to give rankings®

the founders the best possible start.”

There are more than 5,000 knowledge-intensive firms based in and around
Cambridge, employing more than 72,500 people and generating £25 billion
turnover. The University of Cambridge contributes over £29.8 billion to the UK
economy annually, supporting around 86,000 jobs across the UK, including

52,000 in the East of England and contributes over £13 billion in gross value added.

HAZEL MOORE investment in University of Cambridge
Chair, companies**

First Capital * Dealroom, 2023
** Cambridge Enterprise, 2025

“Cambridge brings academia, government, funders, entrepreneurs and
corporates together to create an environment where innovation can thrive.
For KPMG, being part of this community means supporting the exciting

businesses of the future from the start of their growth journey” Cambridge is home to some extraordinary founders who are focused on

world-changing science and technology business. We are proud to support

them as they turn inspired ideas into tangible innovation.”
SALVATORE DI MAGGIO

Senior Business Development Manager, JAMIE BIGNAL
KPMG

Director Technology & Life Sciences, '
HSBC Innovation Banking &

“Cambridge has such a wealth of incredible innovation coming
out of the University - and it’s particularly rewarding to be able

) ” - © “Cambridge is one of the most dense innovation ecosystems, with huge
to build on that with the next generation of startups.

potential for continued growth. Founders at the University of Cambridge
is a catalyst for early stage start-ups and a key part of the ecosystem.”

JIM GLASHEEN

Chief Executive,
Cambridge Enterprise

ANNALISA GIGANTE
Chair, Board Member & CEO




PROGRAMMES
OVERVIEW

Cambridge produces a remarkable concentration of research, expertise and
entrepreneurial talent.

Yet the journey from promising idea to successful venture requires more than technical
excellence. Founders must understand customers, build teams, test assumptions and
develop the commercial capabilities needed to create sustainable businesses.

Founders at the University of Cambridge exists to support that transition. Through
structured programmes, mentoring and peer learning, we help students, researchers,
postdocs and alumni develop the skills, networks and confidence needed to transform
academic insight into real-world impact.

Our support is delivered through two complementary programmes:

SYNC enables aspiring entrepreneurs to explore opportunities, connect with potential
co-founders and begin building the relationships that underpin successful ventures.

START supports early-stage founding teams as they refine their proposition, validate
market demand and prepare for growth, investment and commercialisation.

Together, these programmes help strengthen the pipeline of venture-ready founders
emerging from Cambridge, increasing the likelihood that breakthrough ideas,
technologies and research can become scalable companies capable of delivering
economic and societal impact.

\ SARAH RANCHEV-HALE

Director of Entrepreneurship,
Cambridge Enterprise

FOUNDERS /cv/n

At the University of Cambridge

SYNC 3.0 is our co-founder matching accelerator, bringing together 30 University
of Cambridge students, PhDs, academics and recent alumni to build new
startups. Being in the SYNC cohort is the fastest way for them to test co-founding
relationships and ideas while in Cambridge. After running two cohorts, we have
partnered with more than 60 people, some of which joined with ideas, some with
technologies and others with problems they want to explore. What they have in
common is the mission of building something great and the aim to go full-time
ASAP. Alongside the cohort experience, the programme offers access to mentors,
investors, industry experts and founder-friendly funding.

FOUNDERS /crppr

At the University of Cambridge

START is our flagship pre-seed accelerator, backing the most ambitious Al and
deeptech founders connected to the University of Cambridge. From lab-born
spinouts to Al-first ventures, we support entrepreneurs whose technology has
the potential to reshape industries and solve humanity’s greatest challenges.
Companies receive £30k from day one, free office space at ideaSpace West and
24 weeks of intensive mentorship and specialist business support - culminating
in our US and London Investor Days where they pitch to 200+ leading investors.
Now on our third cohort, we have accelerated 27 companies to date.
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At the University of Cambridge
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Cambridge has long been a cradle of world-changing
science and technology. START 3.0 exists to make
sure it doesn’t stay in the lab. After 24 weeks of
intensive preparation, these founders are now
equipped with the networks, market clarity and
capital connections they need to scale globally.

L]

WINNY SANCHITA

Accelerator Manager,
Founders at the University of Cambridge

COHORT IN NUMBERS

£8m+ 75% 11
raised in non-dilutive companies being built on nationalities
funding so far patented technologies represented

PROGRAMME IN NUMBERS

200+ 100+
hours intensive one-on-one from hours of founder
Operators-in-Residence (OiRs) and development

Entrepreneurs-in-Residence (EiRs)
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Adco¥x

AdcoTx is building the LGR5 antibody-drug ‘ &Yy
conjugate designed to win colorectal cancer
on therapeutic index, not exposure.

Q@ANILAN

Aila Biotech is enabling the brain to produce
therapeutic biologics directly at sites of
disease.

CO-FOUNDERS

CEO

Second-time founder. PhD in cancer
research from the MRC Laboratory
of Molecular Biology; J.P. Morgan
Pharma M&A; over a decade
advising pharma on strategy and
commercialisation. Built and sold
Cambridge Healthcare Research to
GlobalData Plc.

Our CNS-targeted gene delivery platform enables
the brain to produce therapeutic biologics directly
at sites of neuroinflammation, overcoming the
blood-brain barrier. Our lead programme targets
progressive MS by restoring local immune balance
and protecting neural tissue. Beyond MS, the
platform could enable locally produced biologics
across a range of neurological diseases.

Colorectal cancer is the major solid tumour
precision medicine forgot: around 95% of
metastatic disease is microsatellite-stable, beyond
immunotherapy’s reach and still treated with
chemotherapy. It is now the leading cause of
cancer death in US men under 50.

Our published antibody targets LGR5, on over

95% of cancer cells in over 80% of tumours and A
near-absent from normal colon. It internalises . /. cso
fully within five minutes, enabling tumour-lethal -, ¥
delivery at low systemic exposure. We are Cambridge cancer biologist and
advancing a biomarker-led path to first-in-human, co-originator of the LGR5 antibody,
with the long-term ambition of a precision- published in EMBO Molecular
medicine backbone for colorectal cancer. Medicine. Two decades in Wnt
signalling, colorectal cancer biology
and tumour organoids, from the
MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology
to his own lab.

james.dooley@ailabiotech.com

§

' Programme Manager

Dr Katy Palios is Programme Manager at

Aila Biotech and a neuroscientist specialising
in neuroimmunology, gene delivery and
translational research, leading preclinical
programmes from strategy through execution.

A -
y Scientific Co-founder e
§ | MClead

Senior Group Leader and Assistant
Director at the CRUK Cambridge
Institute and co-originator of the
LGRS platform. Bringing the cancer
immunology and preclinical expertise
to take the LGR5 ADC to the clinic.

edward@adcotx.com

Dr Ankita Singhal is CMC Lead at Aila
Biotech, a PRINCE2-certified project leader
and PhD structural biologist with extensive
experience in biomanufacturing, process
development and CRO/CDMO management.
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" CEO

Prof James Dooley is CEO and
co-founder of Aila Biotech, a
Cambridge Research Professor
and immunologist with 25+
years' experience in Treg biology,
translational immunology and
CNS-targeted gene therapy.

w4 €S0

Prof Adrian Liston is CSO and
co-founder of Aila Biotech, a
Cambridge Professor and
internationally recognised
immunologist with 300+
publications spanning Treg
biology, neuroimmunology and
translational medicine.

“\E | Scientific Advisory Board
< Y.< Chair

Prof Matthew Holt is co-founder and
Scientific Advisory Board Chair of
Aila Biotech and an internationally
recognised neurobiologist
specialising in astrocyte biology,
CNS gene delivery and blood-brain
barrier-crossing technologies.



Auralytica

Auralytica turns the invisible chemistry of
spoilage into data supply chains can act on.

We've built an in-pack material that converts the
chemical signals released as food spoils into an
infrared wavelength, readable at any point in the
supply chain without opening the pack. This gives
packers, distributors and retailers continuous,
objective quality data as product moves through
the cold chain - replacing guesswork with a real
signal of condition.

Emerging from materials and chemistry research
at both Cambridge and Imperial, the technology

plugs into existing supply-chain infrastructure at

low cost, unlocking smarter decisions on routing,
pricing and shelf life.

anna@auralytica.co.uk

CO-FOUNDERS

CEO

Anna spent her early career as
a process engineer at Johnson
Matthey, scaling sustainable
technologies from lab to

production floor. She completed

an MBA at Cambridge to pair
that technical grounding with
commercial strategy and now
focuses on making chemical
sensing genuinely accessible -
turning lab-scale science into
products that work in the real
world.

CTO

CAMBRIDGE

0 \

= Cambridge@
~— Cryogenics

Cambridge Cryogenics builds ultra-low-
temperature refrigerators that sit at the
heart of quantum computing, quantum
communication and Al datacentres.

Many quantum technologies rely on helium-3.
Supplies on earth are so limited that even a
modest scale-up of the industry is infeasible. Al
datacentres are suffering major electricity-supply
constraints hampering further growth due to the
extreme demands of graphical processing units.

Cambridge Cryogenics' solid-state magnetic
refrigeration platforms cool quantum hardware
to the low milli-Kelvin range without rare

and expensive liquid-helium. Our compact
refrigeration systems for Al-dataracks support
orders-of-magnitude increases in computational
speed and better power delivery, resulting in huge
energy savings. Cambridge Cryogenics is defining
the common cryogenic architecture to run the

2026 EDITION

FOUNDER

" CEO

Dr Stephen E. Rowley is a deep-tech
entrepreneur creating exciting
innovations in the cryogenics and
quantum technology industries.

He leads the Integrated Quantum
Materials group at the Cavendish
Laboratory, University of Cambridge
as a Royal Society University
Research Fellow seeking to discover
and understand novel quantum
materials and devices.

Sam holds a PhD in holographic
hydrogels from Imperial College
London and previously worked as
lead scientist at several London
deep-tech startups. He developed
Auralytica’s core technology,
driven by a simple frustration,
arguments in the kitchen about
whether food was still safe to eat
past the use by date.

integrated classical and quantum computing
systems of the future.

sales@cambridgecryogenics.com
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COSY SENSE

Do you recall a room too hot or cold from the
air conditioning? You complained. Nothing
changed.

Buildings run on rules set long ago for an average
person who does not exist. Buildings exist for
people, but have never met one. This wastes over
thirty billion pounds and 8 million tons of CO2

yearly.

Cosysense gives buildings memory to remember,
intelligence to decide and control to act. Clients
see live data, while buildings adapt settings by
themselves under human oversight. Combining
machine learning with digital twins, we have shown
27-38% air conditioning savings across tier-1
restaurants, offices and hotels. We only charge a
fraction of realised savings.

matias.acosta@cosysense.space

CO-FOUNDERS

CEO

Dr Matias Acosta is Cosysense’s
CEO. He led 100+ people
teams, managed $5M+ and
published 50+ academic/UN
articles. He was the founder of
a social-enterprise edtech, the
Head of Exploration at UNDP's
Accelerator Lab, an academic
at the University of Cambridge
and the Technical University of
Darmstadt and a consultant on
materials and energy.

% CcTO

Dr Sebastian Horstmann is
Cosysense’s CTO. He led the
machine learning development
in a UK series A proptech and
holds a PhD in sensing, which

he transferred to industry.
Additionally, he cofounded an air
quality sensor social enterprise

that he expanded to 10+
countries.

Neela Biotech is redefining how the world
produces fuels and chemicals.

Using our proprietary Controlled Microbial
Upcycling process that leverages advances in
Al-driven synthetic biology, we convert diverse
waste streams into sustainable fuels and chemicals
at cost parity with fossil-derived alternatives. Our
technology can be deployed today in existing
biogas plants unlocking 5x higher revenues.

Our initial focus is Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF),
where our platform chemicals can replace scarce
waste oils used in existing HEFA refineries. Neela is
part of the IAG (British Airways) innovation program
and has secured grant funding from Innovate UK
and Henry Royce Institute.

info@neelabiotech.com
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CO-FOUNDERS

" CEO

Deepanshu has over 10 years

of experience in the aviation
sector, working with airlines,
policymakers and OEMs including
Rolls-Royce. He holds a PhD in
Aerospace Engineering from
Oxford. Deepanshu has secured
strategic partners like Emirates &
Boeing, published for the World
Economic Forum and raised
multi-million-dollar funding for
deep-tech ventures.

-~ CTO

Friederike builds Al-driven
biomanufacturing solutions for
climate impact. With a decade of
experience in synthetic biology,
she studied at TU Delft, ETH
Zurich and completed her PhD at
Cambridge. She has worked on
SAFs with SkyNRG and industrial
chemicals with Merck Group
and climate venture capital with
Green River.



P Satorus

Satorus Group is an intelligence company
built on a simple principle: no serious
decision should be made in the dark.

Decision-makers need clarity, speed and precision.

Yet critical intelligence remains buried across
fragmented sources, from the surface web to the
dark web.

Our platform, Sidney, is an agentic Al system

that runs entire investigations: planning the
approach, researching across open and deep
sources, verifying and grading every finding and
synthesising decision-ready intelligence reports in
a customer’s house style. Every claim is tied to a
source. Sidney investigates. You read the finding.

jack@satorusgroup.com

5
Elsa leads Satorus' technical vision
and is the lead architect of Sidney’s

intelligence engine. As a VP at
BlackRock, she engineered algorithmic

- CTO

trade-execution systems for the Fixed
Income LDI desk and built the firm's
first Al-driven private market data
extraction platform. Elsa holds an MSc
in Software Engineering from Oxford.

CO-FOUNDERS

o
A CcE0

Jack leads strategy, investor relations
and team building and co-designed
Sidney’s foundational architecture.
He advised a former Secretary of
State on foreign policy and national
security and co-managed a general
election campaign.

n coo

4
Beth leads operations, platform
domain alignment and client
relationship building. She architected
Sidney’s core intelligence workflows.
She previously ran her own
intelligence firm and has led on-the-
ground intelligence operations in Iraq.

( ) cco

Harry leads commercial strategy
and product refinement. The fastest-
promoted salesperson at a billion-
dollar company, he closed one of

its largest-ever enterprise deals and

has led Al agent deployments for
major corporate clients.

@ Senesys.Bio

Senesys.Bio is a senescence-targeting
biotech tackling serious age-related diseases,
beginning with idiopathic pulmonary

fibrosis.

As we age, damaged cells stop dividing but refuse
to die, accumulating in tissue and driving chronic

disease. Clearing them can restore healthy function,

but existing drugs cannot tell aged cells from
healthy ones.

Our NanoJAGGs™ platform finds aged cells by their
biology rather than biomarkers, delivering senolytic
therapy with intrinsic precision. Built on an
FDA-approved compound with decades of safety, it
shows 17.5x less off-target toxicity to healthy cells.
Born in Cambridge, we are advancing our lead
therapy towards a first clinical trial in IPF.

Ip355@cam.ac.uk
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CO-FOUNDERS

-

loannis is CEO of Senesys.Bio,
developing senolytic therapies
for age-related diseases. He holds
a PhD in Electrical Engineering
from Cambridge and an MSc

in Human Molecular Genetics
from Imperial. He has extensive
experience commercialising
research and in early-stage
investment. He previously led
Global Biotech Revolution, a non-
profit developing biotech leaders.

.
CsO

Ljiljana is Professor of BioNano
Engineering at Cambridge and
inventor of the NanoJAGGs platform.
Her group designs biomaterials
and drug nanocarriers targeting
senescent cells and hard-to-treat
cancers, plus biosensors for cancer
detection. She co-authored the
first bionanotechnology textbook
(Cambridge University Press, 2020)
and is a Royal Society of Chemistry
Fellow.



START
HIGHLIGHTS

In 2024, Founders at the University of Cambridge launched its
inaugural pre-seed accelerator programme, START.

Across our first two cohorts, nineteen startups came together to tackle
global challenges, each with a unique vision and breakthrough technology.
Designed to smooth the path to success, the programme provided teams
with intensive mentorship, specialist business support and £40k in pre-seed
funding. Over 14 weeks, the cohort refined their strategies, validated their
markets and perfected their pitches, culminating in Investor Day where they
presented to over 200 leading angels, VCs and corporate investors.

Accelerated by START, these companies have progressed rapidly,
achieving significant milestones within six months, such as securing
over £24M in follow-on funding, winning awards and forming key
partnerships. Their innovations range from lithium-ion battery technology
and quantum communications systems to wildfire risk prediction, novel
drug delivery systems and next-generation therapeutics.

2026 EDITION I

SQWISH LABS

Intelligence that learns from what matters.

Founded by Ushnish Sengupta and Federica Freddi, Sqwish

Labs is a Cambridge company building Al systems that improve

after shipping. OpenAl and Anthropic improve their models, $3 M
but they cannot see whether an agent helped its user or Total funding
delivered the needed result. Sqwish connects outcomes to

decisions inside the agent, then learns which combination of

model, prompt, context, tools and workflow should handle

each request. $1 T

. . . Market size
Our early customers include large companies and Al-native

startups building products for consumer entertainment,
financial risk, real estate, customer support and sales. After
raising £1.3 million in August 2026 and winning a £500,000
Innovate UK grant, we are now growing our team of engineers,
researchers and builders.

Founders at the University of Cambridge
gave us the same superpower Sqwish Labs
gives Al agents: the ability to learn quickly
from what actually happens and make a
better decision next time. With the right
mentors, honest feedback and good people
around us, we turned a research idea into a
growing company.

I I - Co-founder and CEO, Sqwish Labs

19
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Xen Quantum builds chip-based quantum
cryptography hardware that makes
unbreakable communication security
practical at scale.

Today's encryption rests on mathematical
assumptions that quantum computers and
Al-assisted cryptanalysis are on course to break.
Quantum Key Distribution is the only technology
whose security is guaranteed by physics rather
than assumption, but existing systems are bespoke,
costly appliances that cannot be manufactured or
deployed at network scale.

Our patented fully passive architecture removes
the modulators and high-speed electronics

driving that complexity and cost, making QKD
manufacturable on the same silicon photonics
processes the semiconductor industry already runs
and embeddable directly into standard telecom
equipment.

Since incorporating in January 2025, Xen Quantum
has closed its pre-seed round, won €1.6M of
development projects, secured a US patent on its
core architecture and booked its first revenue for
system delivery.

mirko.pittaluga@xenquantum.com

Mirko has spent a decade taking
quantum cryptography from
the lab to deployment on live
telecom networks, leading teams
to multiple world records. He

is first author of three Nature
and Nature Photonics papers,
and his work has been covered
by the Financial Times and Wall
Street Journal. PhD in Quantum
Communications.

Davide is one of very few
engineers worldwide to have
built QKD systems end to end -
optical, electronic and software

- at two leading manufacturers.
Over seven years he has covered
every layer and now leads

Xen Quantum's technology
development from chip design to
control stack. PhD in Information
Engineering.

A

‘xterna

oo

Xterna’s mission is to expand the addressable
map of the human body for therapeutic
delivery.

For most areas of the body, there is no map or
postcode, meaning drugs get lost. Xterna leverages
a new class of biological postcode, developing
first-in-class drug-linked navigators, XENAs™, to
reach previously hard-to-treat tissues.

Xterna combines expertise in nucleic acids and
platform drug-screening technologies allowing
therapeutic candidates to be investigated in a
closer-to-human setting from day one. Backed
by global life science investors, scientific experts,
exited founders and commercial advisors, Xterna
was Daiichi Sankyo's 2025 Golden Ticket Winner,
pioneering a new realm for therapeutic delivery.

jess@xterna.uk

CO-FOUNDERS

Jess is a cancer biologist, receiving
her PhD at the University of
Cambridge alongside AstraZeneca,
where she witnessed the pains of
drug development first-hand.
Jess was named Cancer

Research Horizons Early Career
Entrepreneur of the year in

2025 and has spearheaded
Xterna's technical founding and
commercial strategy from the
outset.

\y" cso

Chris is a synthetic biologist,
having completed undergraduate
and postgraduate training at the
Laboratory of Molecular Biology,
Cambridge. An expert in synthetic
nucleic acids with high impact
publications in Science and PNAS,
Chris leads Xterna's technical
mission to use nucleic acids to
deliver therapeutics to uncharted
areas of the body.
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Cambridge is home to talented people who could

be co-founding together. Through SYNC, we partner
with 30 students, researchers and alumni from across
colleges and disciplines, helping them meet, bond
over real work and build within a culture that values
courage: to explore, give honest feedback and tackle
important problems. From ideation and customer
discovery to fundraising, SYNC is about backing
smart people to learn by doing. To help them move
faster, we provide frameworks, frequent feedback and
access to mentors, industry leaders and investors.

L]

CONNOR FARRELL

Early Talent Manager,
Founders at the University of Cambridge

PROGRAMME IN NUMBERS
3 5 5+

weeks matching and
ideation sprints

weeks of intensive
trial work sprints

events to bring new
people into the cohort

COHORT IN NUMBERS
30+ 112hrs <6

in ideation, discovery months from trial work sprint
and build sprints to full time co-founding

future founders from
across sectors

2026 EDITION

“SYNC gave me the space, community and expertise
| needed to turn my research into a company.”

EMILE FERREIRA
Co-founder and CTO, Verascient

“A programme that supports you not just for an evening or a
weekend, but over several months, helping you navigate the
countless small questions that arise along the way.”

FRIEDERIKE NINTZEL
Co-founder & CTO, Neela Biotech

“The resources and community
SYNC offered were paramount
for our growth. Everyone within
the cohort genuinely wants to see
each other succeed. “

MIHAI MESTERU
Co-founder & CEQ, siliXon

“SYNC gave me the support to build a
startup. | not only met my co-founders but
also joined a community and ecosystem
I'm incredibly lucky to be part of.”

“SYNC gave me the structure and freedom
to explore the impact | want to have on
the world.”

ANITA VERO
Co-founder and CEO, Latom

DEEPANSHU KUSH
Co-founder & CTO, Loom Light




COMMUNITY

The Founders at the University Community is a world class global
network driven to inspire the next generation of entrepreneurial talent.

The Community has grown to over 320 experts (70% of which are Cambridge
University alumni) and spans 19 countries, bringing a diverse mix of experience
from current founders, exited founders, investors and industry executives. From a
sector perspective the community is a wealth of deep tech, life sciences, biotech,
healthtech, sustainability and physical sciences expertise.

Through this community we ensure the founders on our programmes get to
learn from those that have walked the path before them through mentoring and
Founder Stories, have doors opened to potential customers and are supported
in fundraising through early Investor Mentoring. Community experts gain
opportunities to be the first to see the cutting edge technology coming out of
Cambridge, get early access to new pre-seed investment opportunities and meet
one another for lively discussion and debate at curated dinners and events.

Should you be a University of Cambridge Alumn who would love to be part of this,
feel free to get in touch through our website.

COMMUNITY IN NUMBERS

Global reach
across 320+ 700/0
1 9 Community experts University of Ca]mbridge
countries alumni
Qe Almost
80 100
funds represented companies founded

and growing
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“An energised and engaged group of entrepreneurs
and investors, thoughtful discussion and some
excellent pitches - it was a genuinely enjoyable
evening to be part of.”

SUSAN HILL
Co-founder & CEO, Mestag Therapeutics

“Community events bring
people together to share
problems and possibly find
solutions that they weren't
looking for.”

DANIEL MAHONY
Senior Partner,

“I think the founder journey can feel very ' Novo Holdings

isolating and being able to find a community
with which you can share ambition just makes
you feel you're part of a journey all together.”

FEDERICA FREDDI
Co-founder & CTO, Sqwish




WORDS FROM
OUR EXPERTS

“START bridges Cambridge’'s most defensible deep tech and global capital,
turning breakthrough research into venture-ready outcomes.”

,q_ RYAN TAYLOR
Principal, Fusion Fund

“I have been impressed by the quality of the startups and the thoughtful,
structured support of the Founders programme as well as the openness and
breadth of the community and network. As an EiR, it is so rewarding to see

the teams grow and apply the same rigour in the commercialisation of their
technologies as in their development and bring game-changing solutions to life.”

@ CHRISTINA NESHEVA
v Founder & CEO, Ideas Curated

“As a serial entrepreneur, | joined START 3.0 to help Cambridge startups aim higher
and drive bigger impact. Serving as an EiR has been immensely rewarding. Seeing
the founders' intense focus paired with the programme’s strong support has been
inspiring! | can't wait to watch them thrive in the wild!”

J KRISTIAN SEGERSTRALE
Serial Entrepreneur

“START 3.0 is an exceptional programme, bringing together high-calibre teams with
a thoughtfully structured programme and an impressive community of EiRs and
OiRs. The combination of UK and US perspectives, expertise and networks gives
founders an incredibly valuable platform to build from.”

VIVIAN CHAN
Board Advisor & NED

2026 EDITION I

“What stood out was the willingness to be challenged. In a single session,
multiple CEOs put their hardest unresolved questions on the table rather than
just pitching to me. That takes confidence and it's rarer than it should be.”

STAN BOLAND
Investor & Business Advisor

“As a Cambridge alum, | always enjoy the opportunity to meet and support the
next generation of entrepreneurs coming out of Cambridge. It was brilliant to join
START 3.0 for a Founders Story session and hear the cohort's thoughtful questions,
particularly around fundraising in the US.”

TUGCE BULUT
Co-founder, Eloquent Al

“Being a founder can be a lonely journey of many ‘firsts’. When | started out, | was
lucky to have mentors around me as sounding boards. Thus, when asked to be
an EiR on the Founders START 3.0 programme at Cambridge it was a no-brainer
for me. It allowed me to pay it forward and work with some really innovative and
passionate entrepreneurs. What | enjoyed most was helping to bring a customer
and product focus into the thinking from day one, which is something biotech
founders often neglect during the R&D-heavy early stages.”

DR. JANA VOIGT
Biotech Executive & Company Builder

“| got involved in START 3.0 after hearing previous EiRs and OiRs speak very highly
about the quality of the programme and the founders coming through, it was a

no brainer to jump in alongside them. What | have enjoyed most is the challenge

of working alongside the founders to make their deeply technical and scientific
breakthroughs legible to customers and capital markets. What has been standout is
the ambition of the founders and the potential impact of the technologies they are
developing to transform industries, lives and markets.”

GABBI CAHANE
Partner, Stride.vc




THANK YOU

to our expert community of over 320 people, in 19 countries, who
collectively have founded more than 100 companies and backed hundreds
of ventures worth over £15bn so far. Their experience is invaluable.

To our Entrepreneurs-in-Residence

Chris Kaster Founder & General Partner, Cadence
MedTech Ventures

Christina Nesheva CEO, |deas Curated LTD

Jana Voigt Biotech Executive: Company Builder &
Strategic Alliances/Business Development Leader

To our Operators-in-Residence

Gabbi Cahane Partner, Stride VC
Katy Turner Founder, Turns Out
Ryan Taylor Principal, Fusion Fund

To our Sponsors

Glen Waters Head of Banking, Tech & Life Sciences
MD, HSBC Innovation Banking

Jamie Bignal Director, HSBC Innovation Banking
Matt Burney Director, Business Development,
AstraZeneca

To our mentors

Amelia Armour Early Stage Fund Partner, Amadeus
Capital Partners

Amy Weatherup i-Teams Programme Director,
University of Cambridge

Andy Phillipps Serial Founder, Business Angel &
Venture Partner, Booking.com

Annalisa Gigante Chair, Henry Royce Institute
Anne Dobree Investor Director, Parkwalk Advisors
Anthony Finbow Serial CEO, Solv Ltd

Barbara Domayne-Hayman Entrepreneur, Angel
investor, Non-Executive Director

Beverley Carr CBO, CHARM Therapeutics

Camilla Dolan General Partner, Eka Ventures
Carlos Fernandes Advisory Board Member, ACM
Chandar Lal Partner, Mosaic Ventures

Dapo Tomori Venture Advisor, laso Ventures
David Brooks Director, PartitionBio

Hannah Sore Co-founder & CEO, PharmEnable
Hassan Mahmudul VC Investor, Future Planet Capital
Jason Pinto Co-founder, Pace Revenue

Jim Howard Board Chair, Marketron

Jolyon Martin Director BD & Strategy, Valink
Therapeutics

Jon Bradford Managing Partner, Dynamo Ventures

Kristian Segerstrale Serial Entrepreneur

Lyndon Lien Founder & CEO, Balance Therapeutics
Mandeep Singh Angel Investor & Business Advisor
Pete Hutton Chairman, Agile Analog, Cambridge GAN
Devices and Xampla

Richard Green Angel Investor, Vice Chairman, Nyobolt
Vivian Chan Founder, Capital Catalyst

Michale Bouskila-Chubb Senior Director, AstraZeneca
Salvatore Di Maggio Senior Business Development
Manager, KPMG

Shaun Grady UK Chair, AstraZeneca

Julia Hawkins General Partner, LocalGlobe & Latitude
Leonard Picardo Startup Advisor & Investor,
Independent

Lisa Barclay Venture Partner, Love Ventures

Marco Travaglio Consultant, IQVIA

Maren Bannon Co-founder, January Ventures
Nicholas Bonatsos Managing Director, General
Catalyst

Nicholas Heller Venture Partner, ellipsis Venture
Oliver Hedaux Principal, Ahren Innovation Capital
Paul Bailey Entrepreneur in Residence, Cambridge
Institute for Sustainability Leadership (CISL)

Philip Winter Investment Partner, Creator Fund
Raphaél Denoux Director of Partnerships, Samsung
Europe

Rob Woodman Partner, Panakes

Sabila Chilaeva Investment Associate, Ahren
Innovation Capital

Simon Hombersley Founder, Puntios

Stan Boland Investor & Business Advisor, Board
Member Deeptech Labs & Fractile

Stephen Jull Founder, Emerge VC

Stuart Collingwood Senior Advisor, Form1 Partners
Thomas Militello Growth Stage VC, World Innovation
Labs

Tom Wilson Partner, Seedcamp

Valentin Tablan CTO, The Memory Company

To our contributors

George Neville-Jones Head of Business Banking,
Weatherbys Business Bank

Adam Chapnick Founder, Pinchinator

Ed Leon Klinger Founder & CEO, Flock

Elizabeth Yell Legal Director, Osborne Clarke
Gerard Grech Founding Director, Shore & Hudson
Tugce Bulut Co-founder & CEO, Eloquent Al

Kris Naudts Founder, Firgun Ventures

Mathilda Davidson Partner, Osborne Clarke
Rebekka Mikkola CEO, Trismik

Sean Williams Founder & CEO, AutogenAl

Rob Hayes Partner, Head of Reading Office, Osborne
Clarke

To our community

Aashima Arora Partner, LocalGlobe

Adam Fudakowski Founder & Executive Director,
Switchee

Adriana Massino Founder, Televet

Agata Nowicka Founder, Female Foundry

Ahmed Wobi Co-founder, Tonus Tech

Aleksandra Pedraszewska General Partner, vastpoint
ventures

Aleksandra Reinert Founder, ARYA Foundry
Alexander Pomberger Co-founder, ReactWise
Alexander Portz Partner & Co-founder, Elevata
Ventures

Alexandra Ntemourtsidou COO, Creator Fund
Aline Charpentier Head of Innovation, Wellcome
Genome Campus

Alistair Hopkins Technology Venture Director, Hiro
Capital

Amar Shah Co-founding Advisor, CHARM
Therapeutics

Andrea Cantone Client Director, Alkemy

Andrea De Luca Co-founder & CEO, Flusso
Anthony Douglas Director, Ideation Consulting
Anthony Harris Treasurer Board of Directors,
Cambridge Angels

Anushka Patchava Chief Growth Officer, Mindstep
Arash Moavenian CEO, Embryo Ventures

Arianna Huffington Founder & CEO, Huffington Post,
Thrive Global

Arjun Agarwal Independent

Ben Maddox Consultant, Global Health Practice,
Egon Zehnder

Benjamin Davis Former CEO, Octopus Investments
Binhui Shao Founder, Easy digital

Bob Wardrop Founder, RegGenome

Brendan Gill Angel Investor, Former CEO Opensignal
Brian Caulfield Venture Partner, Molten Ventures
Byeronie Epstein Chief of Staff, Axmed

Caorie Millerd Investor, Optum Ventures

Carmen Palacios-Berraquero CEO, Nu Quantum
Catherine Breslin Founder, Kingfisher Labs
Catherine Elton Founder & CEO, Qkine

Cedric Van Duffel Investor, Sure Valley Ventures
Chad Edwards Co-founder & CEO, Cusp Al
Charlotte Salley Senior Editor, The Cool Down
Charlotte Chorley Head of Comms, Beckley Psytech
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Check Warner Co-founder, Ada Ventures

Cherry Freeman Founder & General Partner, Hiro
Capital

Chris Coleridge Associate Professor, University of
Cambridge

Chris Morton Founder, Lyst

Chris Magazzeni DeepTech VC, IQ Capital

Chris Mairs (CBE) Director, Raspberry Pi

Chris van der Does de Willebois Advisor, Kelp Blue
Biotech

Christelle Perera Investor, Skagen Conscience Capital
Ltd.

Christina Chang Partner, Lowercarbon Capital
Christophe Jourdan Corporate Development, Vodafone
Cihat Cengiz Principal, Dieter von Holtzbrinck Ventures
Clare Shine Fellow & former CEO, Cambridge Institute
for Sustainability Leadership

Clare Jones CEO, Polarsteps (prev. What3Words)
Constantine Demetriou Head of Construction,
Manufacturing, Semiconductor Investments, Neom
Investment Fund

Daniel Wigh Co-founder, ReactWise

Daniel Mahony Senior Partner, Novo Holdings
David Singleton Co-founder & CEO, /dev/agents
(prev. CTO Stripe)

David Anderson Director, Yardi

David Wilson Principle, Massachusetts Clean Energy
Center

David Rowan Founder, VOYAGERS

David Buxton Co-founder, Harriet

David Babington-Smith Founder, Phene Partners
Debora Fang Strategic Advisor, F&F Advisory

Debu Purkayastha Board of Directors, Cambridge
Enterprise

Dina Chaya Partner, OrbiMed

Dominic Pride Partner, Digital Works Group

Duncan Young Executive Director, AstraZeneca
Duncan Grierson Managing Partner, Clim8 Ventures
Ed Newton Rex CEO, Fairly Trained (prev. Jukebox)
Edward Ungar Co-founder & CEO, Pharmacierge
Edward Cartwright Founder, Cambridge Healthtech
Research

Emmanouela Petsolari Founder, ACX

Emmi Nicholl CEO, Cambridge Angels

Enrique Millan Founder, SciVentis

Fahmida Khan Venture Specialist, Prosemino
Fenella Boyle Co-founder & CEO, VersedAl

Fiona Nielsen CEO, Neurolentech

Francesca Hodgson Founder, We are Ambition
Garri Jones Senior Advisor, Lazard

Gaurav Chawla Co-founder & CEO, Lumirithmic
Gautham Radhakrishnan Chairman, Field Intelligence
Gaynor Fryers Coach & Mentor, Cambridge Judge
Business School

George Chalmers VC, Molten Ventures

Georgia Ware Co-founder, Industrial Heat
Decarbonisation

Georgy Egorov Chief Financial Officer, ZeroAvia
Gideon Joseph CEO, Transatlantic

Giorgia Longobardi Founder & CEO, Cambridge GaN
Devices Limited

Gonzalo Ladreda Founder & CEO, Upfront diagnostics




Graham Snudden Director, Lyzeum

Haikal Ryclova-Pribadi Founder & CEO, TypeDB
Hailey Eustace Founder, Commplicated

Hao Zheng Co-founder & CEO, RoboK

Hassan Alam Founder, Al Asset Management

Hazel Moore (OBE) Chairman & Co-founder, FirstCapital
Heidi Ha Managing Partner, CornerHouse Capital
Management, LLC

Hema Patel Board Director, ReMake

Hugh Lloyd-Jukes Entrepreneur, CEO, Mentor, LJL
Hyde Patterson Associate, Longitude Capital

lan Lane Partner, Cambridge Innovation Capital

lan Hoggarth Founder & Investor, Plural

Ilya Burkov Global Head of Healthcare & Lifesciences
Growth, Nebius Al

Inés Holzbaur Founder & Managing Partner, AmorChem
Iris Good Advisor, Cambridge Enterprise Investment
Committee

Isabel Lam Strategy Partner, Seedcloud

Isabella Convertini Coach & Consultant, Independent
Itxaso Araque Barriuso Head of Al GTM - EMEA North,
Google Cloud

Jack Scannell CEO, Etheros Pharmaceuticals Corp
Jamal Butt Entrepreneur in Residence, University of
Cambridge

James Thomas Angel Investor, Cambridge Angels
James Cole Chief Innovation Officer, CISL

James Hersov Chairman, The Lee Burger Foundation
for Exploration

James Baston-Pitt Head of EMEA, Alloy

Jane Dancer Non Executive Director, Elasmogen
Jeroen Verheyen Co-founder & CEO, Semarion
Jiahao Huang Co-founder & CTO, Nuclera

Jim Ajioka CSO, Colorifix

Jing Zhang Co-founder & Strategy Director, Aqdot

Joe White (MBE) Venture Partner, Shield Capital

Joe Parry Founder & Chairman, Cambridge Intelligence
Jon Reynolds CEO & Co-founder, Swiftkey

John Rainey Operating Partner (Product), Gallos
Technologies

John Snyder CEO, Rose Hospitality

John Cassidy General Partner, Kindred Capital VC
Jonathan Robinson Non Executive Director, EMV
Capital plc

Jonno Evans OBE Principal, IQ Capital

Jonty Corrin Investor, Ananda Impact Ventures

Josh Wade VC, Happiness Capital

Julia Hawkins General Partner, LocalGlobe & Latitude
Julian Peck Senior Investment Manager, WAE

June Angelides MBE Venture Partner, Samos
Investments

Jurgen van Gael European CTO, Stripe

Kabalan Gaspard Co-founder, Tesserae

Karima Serageldin Managing Director, Northbright
Capital

Karina Valencia Co-founder, LONVIA

Kasia Cheng VC, TRUE

Kate Rowley CEO, Symmetrist

Katie Lockwood Partner, Twin Path Ventures

Katy Wigdahl CEO, Speechmatics

Kelly Richdale Board Member & International Advisor,
SandboxAQ

Kerry Baldwin Managing Partner & Co-founder,

1Q Capital

Kevin McDonnell Advisor & Consultant, CEO &
Leadership Coach, Kevin Mcdonnell

Kevin Withane Co-founder & Co-Managing Director,
Impact Lawyer

Kirill Pyshkin Managing Partner, Quantum
Exponential

Koen Huybrechts Chief of Staff, imec

Kynan Eng Chief Commercial Officer (CCO), SynSense
Lauren Tack Investor, Invigorate Ventures
Laurence Garrett General Partner, Highland Europe
Laurence Reid Chair, Broken String Biosciences

Lee Hamano-Crossingham Director, Infracapital
Leo Martinez Head of the Munich Office, Enterprise
Ireland

Leonardo Massa Investment Director, MITO
Technology

Lesley Li CEO & Co-founder, u impact

Liz Zijing Li Co-founder & COO, Mimicrete

Ludo Chapman Chair, Zetta Genomics

Luiz Miguel Camargo CEO, 17-09, LLC

Lynne Pinchen Founder, Patterns of Business
Maddy Clark VP of Customer Experience, Techspert
Madelene Larsson VC, Giant Ventures

Maja Zupan Founder, Zupan Communications
Malcolm Burwell Board Director, UltraConductive
Copper Company Inc

Marcus Clover Co-founder, Energy Revolution
Ventures

Mark Rogers Angel Investor, TraitSeq

Martin Frost Chair & Co-founder, Monumo
Martina King CEO, Featurespace

Matt Brittin President, Google EMEA

Matt Blythe Advisor, Thermulon

Matt Bacon Director of Comms, NHS Digital
Matthew Wheeler CEO, Hygenica

Matthew Cleevely Founder, 10to8

Matthijs Van Leeuwen Chief Innovation Officer,
Sunway

Max Azaham Sr Director, Research & Advisory, Gartner
Max Bautin Deeptech VC, IQ Capital

Max Tatton-Brown Founder, Orbit

Maximilian Ge |IE Cambridge Ambassador, University
of Cambridge

Maximilian Bock COO & Co-founder, Eekual bionic
Mehryar Hamid Head of E-Commerce, Microsoft
Melissa Fensterstock VC, Material Impact Fund
Michael Stothard Principal, firstminute capital
Mike Thomas Managing Partner, Bold Brain Capital
Mike Taylor Founding Partner, Elevate Growth
Minnie Sarwal Professor in Residence, University of
California

Miruna-loana Girtu Venture Partner, SyndicateRoom
Mish Mashkautsan General Partner, LocalGlobe
Mo Elzek Founder, London Longevity

Nader EIm CEO, Exyn Technologies Inc

Neil Lawrence Deep Mind Professor of Machine
Learning, University of Cambridge

Nelli Morgulchik Co-founder, future.bio

Nick Rimmer Director, Telegraph Materials

Nicky Dibben Founder, Invention Marketing

Nigel Pitchford Partner, Downing LLP

Nigel Toon CEO, Graphcore

Nikhil Shah Founder & CEO, Mixcloud

Niko Bonatsos Managing Director, General Catalyst
Nima Mehdian CEO, DeepMake (prev. GoCardless)
Nina Etienne Executive Marketing Consultant,
Freelance

Nirmesh Patel Venture Partner, Amino Collective
Noah Ohrner Co-founder & CEO, AnswerGrid

Noah Isserman Founding Advisor, Honors Fund
Oliver Lo Founder & CMO, Fractional

Olivia Nicoletti Venture Partner, Haystack Ventures
Omar Daniel Healthtech Investor, Harbr

Paddy Stobbs Co-founder & CEO, Stackfix

Pam Garside Chair, Cambridge Angels

Pan Demetriou Co-founder, Unrest

Parin Shah Head of Ventures, KIRKBI

Patrick Short Co-founder & CEO, Sano Genetics
Paul Forster Co-founder, Indeed.com

Pete Budge Solution Director, Endava

Phil O’'Donavan Chair, Forefront RF

Pravin Rodrigues Founder & General Partner,
Espera Capital

Priya Guha (MBE) Venture Partner, Merian Ventures
Rahul Vohra Founder & CEO, Superhuman

Raif Jacobs Partner, Inovia Capital

Raj Ganatra Strategy & Operations Lead, YouTube/
Google

Rajat Malhotra Partner, Wren Capital LLP
Raoul-Gabriel Urma Chairman, Cambridge Spark
Rebecca Simmons COO, 52North

Richard Bray COO, SIMPEL

Richard Davies CEO, Allica Bank

Richard Youngman CEO, Cleantech Group

Richard Lucas Founder, CAMentrepreneurs

Rick Hao Managing Partner, Ruya Ventures

Rima Makarem Chair, Somerset NHS Foundation Trust
Rina Lai Founder, SynergiseD

Rob Moffat Partner, Balderton Capital

Robert Trezona Founding Partner, Kiko Ventures
Robert Denison CEO, Congenica

Robert Swann Co-founder, Alphamosaic

Roeland P-J E Decorte Founder & CEO, Decorte Future
Industries

Ronjon Nag Founder, R42 Group

Rosemary Francis Fellow, Royal Academy of
Engineering

Rozelle Kane ICS Clinical lead for Digital & Innovation,
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Integrated Care System
(ICS)

Ruizhi Wang Founder & CEO, Abselion

Ruth Handcock OBE CEO, Octopus Money
Sabesan Sithamparanathan OBE Founder &
President, PervasID

Sai Shivareddy CEO & Co-founder, Nyobolt

Sam Cohen Co-founder & Board Chair, Ride
Therapeutics

Sara Abalde-Cela CTO & Co-founder, RUBYnanomed
Shailendra Vyakarnam Venture Partner, Embryo
Ventures

Sheila Kissane Founder & CEO, Boutros Bear
Shinichi Nikkuni Managing Partner, NordicNinja VC
Limited
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Siddhant Jayakumar Founder & CEO, Finster Al
Simon Thomas CEO, Paragraf

Simon Kelly Co-founder, Stickerbook

Simon Longbottom EVP Growth & Monetization, Sage
Simon Jones Founder, Simon B Jones Consulting
Simon Hay Co-founder & CEO, Firefly

Sonia Powar Venture Partner, Anthemis Group
Sophie Donkin Director of Operations, Karatage
Sophie Adelman Co-founder & CEO, One Garden
(prev. Multiverse)

Soreya Senior Founder, Bright Light Performance
Stefan Maard General Partner, Climentum Capital
Stephanie Daniel Founder & CEO, Legends
Stephanie Richards Founding Partner, BrightView
Global

Stephen Tunnicliffe-Wilson Director, Alliance
Strategy Consulting Ltd

Steve Churchhouse NED, Paragraf

Steve Marsh Founder, GeoSpock

Stuart Niman Investment Consultant, LIFT-Invest PLC
Sue Broster Director of Innovation, Cambridge
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Suhair Khan Founder & Director, Open Ended
Suranga Chandratillake General Partner, Balderton
Capital

Susan Hill Co-founder & CEO, Mestag Therapeutics
Tessa Clarke Venture Partner, MSM Fund

Tiago Maranhao Alves Co-founder & CEO, Solar
Americas Capital

Tim Guilliams Co-founder & CEO, Healx

Tim Parsonson Non Executive Chair, Undo

Tim Gordon Founder & CEO, Best Practice Al

Ting Zhang Founder & CEO, Crayfish.lo

Tom Mason Applied Al, Office of the CTO, Google
Cloud

Tom Adeyoola Executive Chair, InnovateUK

Tom Hall Investment Director, Martlet Capital
Tom Simmons Managing Director & CTO, Pfeifer &
Langen UK

Tom Walton-Pocock Venture Partner, BlueYard
Tomaz Slivnik Angel, Cambridge Angels

Tony Kouzarides Co-Founder & Director, Milner
Therapeutics Institute

Umaima Malik Ahmad CEO & Co-founder, 52North
Vicki Connor Executive & Career Coach, Connor
Coaching

Victoria Riess Founder, Riess Consulting

Viraj Bajpai Investor, Next47

Vishal Chatrath CEO & Founder, QuantrolOx

Yan Zhang CEO, Logilet Biotech

Yana Abramova Founder, Pretiosum Ventures
Zheela Qaiser Director, Index Ventures

And special thanks to the whole
Cambridge Enterprise team for their
expertise and support.

*We try our best to keep names and roles as up to date
as possible.

Feel free to reach out should yours need updating.




F 2026 EDITION I

THANK YOU
TO OUR
PARTNERS

We believe in the strength of collaboration and the power of
community.

Our success is deeply intertwined with the support and expertise of our
esteemed partners, who share our commitment to nurturing innovation and
empowering visionary founders.

We hugely thank them for their support throughout.

Our sponsor partners

HITACHI HSBC E%
AstraZeneca & Inspire the Next Innovation Banking -

3

Our community partners

B8 UNIVERSITY OF (Innovate)
@Y CAMBRIDGE Cambrid

Judge Business School

And our investment partners

%2 CAMBRIDGE | Enterprise
Ventures
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At the University of Cambridge
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